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The company picnic

Steps to make sure you save your career — and maybe even thrive — during this annual event

VOICE

Kit Prendergast

AAhhh, it's summer and the living is easy.
Long days with light thoughts. Not a worry in
sight ... But wait, here’s the company picnic
on my calendar! I had forgotten all about
this annual “must be seen at” event that is
important (or is it?) to my economic future.
Questions instantly crowd my mind ...

Do I dare wear a bathing suit in front of
my work colleagues?

How do I bribe my teens (and my intro-
verted spouse) to go?

How can I remember all those names?
And who is married to whom?

Can I really eat those ribs without wear-
ing them?

Will I embarrass my kids again in the
hula hoop contest?

Should I let my boss win at a game of
horseshoes?

Will they send the patrol boat out again
when I have the paddleboat doing circles out
in the middle of the lake?

So with a deep breath, I tell myself that
attending company events like this is actually
very good for my career. I remind myself that
someone has put a lot of effort into planning
this event and they actually do want me to
come with my entire family in tow. After all,
what’s the worst that can happen? Now, that’s
a scary thought! But I cast those doubts aside
and replace them with a “let’s just go have
fun” attitude. To bolster my resolve even fur-
ther, I make the following pledge to myself:

“I will put forth my greatest effort to
avoid these stubbed toes at The Company
Picnic?”

« Eat too much and then settle in for a
long summer’s nap in my beach chair.

« Forget to lock the porta potty door
which is next to the volleyball game.

+ Expound on my leadership management
theory to the CEO.

« Tell the CFO that I bounced a check —
again.

+ Comment on any child’s unruly behavior
— they are all cute and darling.

+ Hide under the beach towel to avoid get-
ting my picture taken for the company
newsletter.

* Act Old and Sound Old by firmly stating
I wor't learn the latest software system
because I've already learned three others.

Instead, 'm going to approach The
Company Picnic like a scavenger hunt. I'm
going to seek out seven hidden treasures on
that beach. I'm going to seek and find the fol-
lowing:

* A great new Mexican restaurant recom-
mendation.

+ Someone who knows someone who
knows someone who has a lead on a villa in
the South of France available for a ridiculous-
ly low rent next summer (maybe a pool boy is
included?).

+ A summer job for my 17-year-old son
who just hasn’t gotten around to looking
quite yet.

« Three book titles for “you-really-must
read-this-summer” books.

* A doggie person who knows the best
places to let your dog swim at Lake Tahoe
without being caught and fined.

+ Someone who is doing work that I've
always dreamed of doing, someone I can ask:
How did you do that? Do you want to have
coffee?

* Best retirement places that are next to
the ocean and the mountains.

And maybe, just maybe, I'll find my new
“best friend”” After all, that is exactly what
happened 17 years ago on a backyard porch
in Alexandria, Virginia. You never know what
treasures you may find at The Company
Picnic. Go and enjoy!

Katherine “Kit” Prendergast is a certi-
fied career management coach, a certified
Life Coach and a certified Life Blueprint
coach with Career Connections of Sierra
Nevada. Contact her at (775) 324-51510r
Kit@CareerConnectionsSN.com.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile ()
  /CalCMYKProfile ()
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /RelativeColorimetric
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 6.25000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


